
IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

OF NEW ZEALAND 

          

 

  IN THE MATTER OF: The Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

 

  AND 

 

IN THE MATTER OF: The Wairarapa ki Tararua Inquiry 

– Wai 863 

 

AND 

 

IN THE MATTER OF: The claims of Rangitāne o 

Tamaki- Nui-a-Rua – Wai 166 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF MIKE STONE 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McCAW LEWIS CHAPMAN 

SOLICITORS 

HAMILTON 

 

SR CLARK - Partner 

AHC WARREN - Solicitor 

P O Box 19-221 

DX GP 20020 

PH: (07) 838-2079 

FAX (07) 839-4652 



 2 

Introduction 

 

1. My name is Mike Stone.  I have recently moved back to Dannevirke 

after living 20 years in the Norsewood area. I work as a Resource 

Teacher Learning and Behaviour in a local cluster of schools in the 

Dannevirke area. 

 

Background 

 

2. In recent years I have taken an interest in local history, in particular the 

natural history of the Tararua or Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua region. 

 

3. I have been researching a book featuring bush walks in the Tamaki-Nui 

a-Rua area for the past four years.  There are a wealth of local stories 

available.  I have researched texts and sought early images linked to 

bush walks of the Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua Region.  I have visited Te Papa 

and the Turnbull Library National Archives, local libraries and local 

museums.  I have interviewed many people in the area, both Māori and 

Pākeha, about the natural heritage of Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua and it is from 

this exercise that I have come across many references to the now extinct 

Huia. 

 

4. I have been a member of the National Wildlife Centre Trust for nearly 

six years.  I represent the Tararua District Council on the Trust.  The 

Wildlife Centre is an education centre and captive breeding programme 

for New Zealand’s rarest birds in what was the southern most area of the 

Seventy Mile Bush.  It is situated at Eketahuna and is a combined DOC, 

Iwi and Trust effort.  I was involved in fund raising for the new eco-

discovery space now called the Huia Room, which is used by visiting 

schools. 
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5. Given my interest in the local Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua history, I have become 

passionate about the Huia.  I have recently named my bed and breakfast 

business after the Huia, it is known as ―Huia Hytte‖. 

 

6. I was recently quoted in the Evening Standard, 26 June 2004, because of 

my view that the Huia would be a better local Dannevirke icon than 

other options proposed.  I have expressed a view that if a country could 

do well with an iconic bird that only comes out at night and can’t sing 

well (the kiwi) then a small town could do very well with an icon which 

arguably had the best song voice in the world, amazing colour and 

unique characteristics. 

 

References 

 

7. In preparation for this brief of evidence I have reviewed numerous 

material.  Those references are set out in full in the appendix attach and 

marked “A”.  I will be referring to those references during the course of 

my evidence. 

 

Unique Bird Family of the Huia 

 

8. The Huia belonged to an ancient family of birds unique only to New 

Zealand, all which had a blue and/or orange wattle at the corners of their 

beaks, strong legs and poor flight.  There were five species of Callaeidae 

in this family, the largest and most widely known species was the Huia.  

 

Huia –Physical and Behavioural Characteristics 

 

9. The Huia became widely known in the western Scientific Community in 

the mid-1800’s as the Huia beak was a different shape for the male and 

female—the most extreme example of this than any other bird.  This 

made them sought after and traded by museums around the world. 
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10. They were normally found feeding in pairs. In cooperative roles, the 

male used his short strong beak (which resembled the beak of a starling) 

to break up rotting tree trunks in search of huhu bugs and other insects.  

The female used her long curved beak, which was like a nectar feeders 

to reach into the rotting log for the grub. 

 

11. Walter Buller described the Huia as “….more tameable than perhaps 

any other NZ bird……..”  
1
 

  

Range of the Huia in Aotearoa/ New Zealand  

 

12. Although there is evidence that individual fossil specimens were found 

near the Waitomo Caves, Urewera country and Mount Taranaki, the 

Huia was commonly found in the Rimutaka, Kaimanawa, Tararua and 

Ruahine ranges. 

 

13. Last year the book ―Prehistoric Life of New Zealand – The Lost World 

of the Moa‖ written by Trevor Worthy and Richard Holdaway, was 

described as the most significant publication on New Zealand birds 

since Walter Buller’s books.  In their book, Worthy and Holdaway 

described the habitat of Huia in the following way: 

 

“…was confined to the North Island. It was uncommon when Europeans 

arrived, although in some areas such as the so called 70 mile bush...it 

was familiar to the settlers….” 
2
 

 

14. The Huia needed lowland feeding grounds in the winter and the high 

ground in the summer.  The area of the 70 Mile Bush, or Taperenui o 

                                                 
1
 Walter Buller, ―Supplementary to Birds of New Zealand‖ Vol. 2 1905, p 156  

2
 Worthy & Holdaway ―Prehistoric Life of New Zealand – The Lost World of the Moa‖ 

Canterbury University Press, p 437 
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Whātonga, was ideal for the seasonal feeding cycle of the Huia. This 

area, more than any other region of New Zealand, could claim to be the 

home of the Huia. 

 

The Huia in the Seventy Mile Bush 

 

15. Early European travellers in the Seventy Mile Bush area noted the Huia.  

James Coutts Crawford wrote in March 1863: 

 

 “ …we again crossed the Maungatainoko ..we reached a pa, Tutaekara 

…under a chief called Mikara.  In the pa was a tame Huia, a bird in 

much request among the Maoris for its feathers, and often met with in 

the Puketoe range.”    
3
 

 

16. Walter Buller encountered the Huia for the first time in the summer of 

1867 when he made an expedition to the Ruahine Ranges. The solitary 

male bird was shot and Buller described it to have: 

 

  “…had frequented this neighbourhood (as we were informed by the 

natives) for several years, his notes being familiar to the people who 

passed to and fro…”     
4
 

 

17.  The definitive book ― The Huia‖ written by W J Phillips identifies a 

Huia density from the Manawatu gorge to Akitio (a middle cross section 

of the Seventy Mile Bush) not proven anywhere else. In 1883 a party 

took in one month 646 Huia in the dense bush between the Manawatu 

gorge and Akitio.  
5
 

 

                                                 
3
 Crawford JC ―Recollections of Travel in New Zealand and Australia‖ 1880 

4
 Buller, W ―Birds of New Zealand‖ Vol 1, 1888,p 11 

5
 Phillips WJ ―The Book of the Huia‖, Whitcomb & Tombs 1963, p 57 
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18. A National Radio programme recorded in 1968 entitled, ―The Huia‖ 

(―the National Radio Programme‖) interviewed people in Tamaki-Nui-

a-Rua with a living memory of the Huia compared to other areas.  An 

example of one of the Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua interviews is as follows:   

 

“ There was still one period at this period (1890) which contained both 

highland and lowland.  The huge tract of land between Dannevirke and 

the East Coast. As settlers moved into this district, they found Huia in 

considerable numbers, and for a brief few years had the chance to 

observe the bird closely.”  
6
 

 

19. The last remaining Huia nest came from the Manawatu gorge area.  It is 

now stored in the Canterbury museum.  When I photographed this nest 

in Christchurch two years ago I was informed by a Museum 

representative that 15 Huia were traded by the museum for popular 

exhibits such as Egyptian mummies from other museums in the late 

1800s.  Moa bones from Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua were traded for dodo and 

elephant bird remains.  I was also able to photograph Huia remains from 

Akitio stored there. 

 

20. Huia oddities were often recorded in the Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua area. For 

example a rare deformed beak of a Huia was found near Woodville.  

This beak was given to William Colenso who wrote an article about the 

way the bird survived with its deformity. 
7
The first authoritative book 

on NZ Birds by Walter Buller identifies an albino Huia: 

 

                                                 
6
 National Radio Transcript – attached and marked ―B‖ 

7
 New Zealand Transactions and Proceedings, Vol 19 p 140 
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  “…called by HB natives “Te Ariki”…to possess an “Ariki” skin one 

must be a great chief. The specimen I have described was obtained in 

the Ruahine Ranges.”  
8
 

 

Significance to Māori 

 

21. It is for Rangitane to describe the significance of the Huia to them.  I 

will simply refer to documented accounts I have come across. 

 

22. Kingi Ihaka when interviewed on National Radio Programme, quoted 

from Best saying: 

 

  “The Huia was highly prized by the Maori in olden times.  It furnished 

him with no appreciable food supply but it provided him with decorative 

plumes upon which a high value was placed.  These black plumes tipped 

with white, were passed from tribe to tribe by means of barter.  So, 

reached the far North and the south island.  These feathers of course 

were worn as part of a headdress by the Rangatira, the chiefly class, on 

ceremonial occasions, and were normally kept in a beautifully carved 

container called a waka Huia..”  
9
 

 

23. In 1892 near Clutha Central Otago a cache of 70 Huia tail feathers was 

discovered in a waka Huia box together with 20 red kaka feathers.  
10

 

 

24. In an article in Nortonis Vol. XV entitled ―Records of the Huia from the 

dairies of Joseph Robert Annabell (1857-1924)‖ it is noted: 

 

                                                 
8
 ―Birds of New Zealand‖ Buller supra, p 8 

9
 Best E, ―Forest Lore of the Māori‖ p 179 

10
 New Zealand Geographic No 20 1993 p 35 
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 “…on 13-1-83 while at Wanganui ..went to see Tawhio the Maori king. 

We saw His Majesty and about 200 Auckland natives all with Huia 

feathers in their heads”.   
11

 

  

25. It is also common to see Maori Chiefs painted by Gottfried Lindaur with 

Huia feather in their head.  An example was Nireaha Tamaki. 

  

26. According to W J Phillips:   

 

 “Maoris said that the birds from the Ruahine Range had a somewhat 

broader band on the tail than those from the Tararua Range, so feathers 

from the former area were always preferred.‖ 
12

   

 

27. Phillips also states: 

 

 “The Maori and the Huia have survived together for centuries and 

while the Huia had doubtless been driven from most of the forested 

plains, there had been established a phase of environmental 

equilibrium, with the old-time law of tapu holding in check any 

unwarranted destruction of bird life.”  
13

 

 

28. Around the Wellington area the Huia habitat was under pressure. J.D. 

Eyns wrote in 1875:  
14

 

 

“The slaughter that came under my notice last year was so large, that I 

fear, when the country is opened up, the poor Huia will become extinct 

a fate I shall much deplore as anyone who has seen this most graceful 

bird alive can only regret that he has not oftener a chance of doing so...I 

                                                 
11

 Nortonis Vol XV p 177 
12

 ―The Book of the Huia‖ supra, p 22 
13

  ibid, p 15 
14

 Transaction and Proceedings Vol 8, 1875, p 204 
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may mention that part of the ranges had been “tapu’ by the natives, for 

the last seven years, so as to protect the Huia from being killed off.”  

 

29. The National Radio Programme states that: 

 

“Several of the prominent chiefs in the Wairarapa and the Manawatu, 

discussed the matter and as a result they made the Tararua range tapu 

for the Huia. And at Otaki there was a move to protect the Huia in the 

Ruahine range, but in this case the chiefs there approached the 

governor the Earl of Onslow.”
15

 

 

30. This occasion was the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of 

Waitangi and an occasion for Lord Onslow to announce that his son 

would be named Huia. At this hui a rangatira was quoted to say: 

 

“There yonder lies the snow clad Ruahine range, the home of our 

favourite bird.  We ask you oh governor to restrain the Pakeha from 

shooting it.  That when you boy grows up he may see the beautiful bird 

that bears his name.” 
16

 

 

The Demise of the Huia in the Seventy Mile Bush 

 

Habitat Loss 

 

31. An address by Lord Onslow to Parliament in 1892 gives some clues as 

to their thinking as to the factors, which lead to the demise of the Huia: 

 

“Then again is a bird famous in Maori history and poetry—remarkable 

for its singular beauty and interesting to naturalists on account of its 

                                                 
15

 National Radio Transcript ibid 
16

  ibid 
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aberrant generic characters—a species confined to a very limited 

portion of the North Island, from which, owing to the eagerness of 

natural-history collectors and the inevitable progress of settlement in its 

native woods is fast disappearing……The Huia loves the deep shade of 

the forest and as its home is invaded by the settlers axe it would if 

protected from reckless destruction simply retire higher up the wooded 

ranges…. Under vigilant protection, therefore the Huia would have 

every chance of being preserved and perpetuated.”
17

 

 

32. Following Lord Onslow’s speech a suggestion to preserve the Huia and 

other New Zealand birds was to transfer these birds to Little Barrier 

Island in the North and Resolution Island in the south. John Ballance, 

the Prime Minister of the time, sought advice from James Hector the 

Director of the Colonial Museum who confirmed the scientific validity 

of the idea and suggested to enlist: 

 

 “.. the services of acclimatisation societies as their members are the 

persons who have most interest in such work, and they possess the 

necessary organisation.” 
18

 

 

33. Further habitat loss occurred from out of control bush fires.  The book 

called ―Forty Mile Bush‖ referring to the area west of Pahiatua called 

Ballance: 

  

“Native birds were numerous in the bush.  Pigeons provided many a 

savoury meal for the early settlers.  Huias were very plentiful and were 

to be seen on all the fallen logs until the bush fires of 1898 killed most of 

them.  The last ones I remember seeing alive were in 1899.” 
19

 

 

                                                 
17

 Attached and marked ―C‖ 
18

 ibid 
19

 Carle CJ, ―Forty Mile Bush‖, North Wairarapa News 1980 p 204 
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Human Hunters and Collectors 

 

34. Galbreath reports that:  

 

“Just before the protection of the Huia was Gazetted in February 1892 

(Walter Buller) had gone out on an expedition himself….  He decided 

that his collecting for scientific purposes was more important than the 

protective law, and when the season came round again he went out 

again and shot some more.”  
20

 

 

35. According to Phillips, New Zealand museums have around 119 

specimens in total including mounted birds.  Large collections are held 

by museums in Auckland, Wanganui, Te Papa, Otago and Canterbury 
21

. 

 

36. In 1896 two dealers were fined five pounds each for killing seven Huia. 

However due to their diminishing numbers their value, according to the 

National Geographic article, was that each Huia was worth more than 

five pounds each.  

 

37. During 1901 at Rotorua when the Duke of York was visiting 

Whakarewarewa in the presence of a large formal gathering a high-

ranking guide took a Huia feather from her own hair and placed it in the 

Duke’s headband. This gift created a fashion trend and the value of 

feathers soared in price. In the same year according to a New Zealand 

Geographic article on the Huia shooting season notices ceased to list the 

Huia as a protected species.
22

  From 1901 feathers were worth as much 

as one pound each. 

 

                                                 
20

 Galbreath R, ―Walter Buller,The Reluctant Conservationist‖ p 186 
21

 ―The Book of the Huia‖ ibid, p 32 
22

 ―Walter Buller, The Reluctant Conservationist‖: ibid p 251 
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38. In the same year Henry Travers offered to supply live Huia to reserves 

for a special price of twenty pounds, however according to Galbraith 

this was ―five times more than the Government proposed to pay its 

collectors, and Travers offer was not taken up.‖ One account of 

Government hunters from Flemming states: 

 

 “..in the Mokai Patea country in 1909, in order to capture birds for 

release on an island sanctuary, they were unsuccessful although they 

distinctly heard the call of the Huia in the valley of Mangatera stream. 

When they returned to Moawhango Station. Mr Whiti Batley spoke to 

the Maori who had been with them. “You didn’t get any Huia?” “No.” 

was the reply, but at the same time he opened the flap of his jacket to 

show a Huia tail tucked in its inside pocket.” 
23

 

 

Bees 

 

39. The book, ―40 Mile Bush‖ by C Carle mentions on page 68 (April 13 

1888):  

 

“At this time Mr Wm Tosswill, County Council Solicitor; introduced the 

first bees to the district, the hive coming from Canterbury.” 
24

 

 

40. A number of reports of dead Huia below the hives of wild bees 

indicated that the more aggressive introduced bees dealt harshly with 

Huia which may have mistaken them for blowflies.  In fact near 

Norsewood it was reported that a bushmen had pet Huia to get rid of 

blowflies.   

 

                                                 
23

 Lodge GE ―The Unpublished New Zealand Bird Paintings‖ Text by CA Flemming, p 377 
24

 ―Forty Mile Bush‖ ibid p 68 
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41. An extract from the Mangamaire School Jubilee Book 1897-1947 

entitled, “A Pet Huia”: 

 

“In the early days in Mangamaire Mrs Goggin found a young bird on a 

track in the bush.  When she brought it home it was thought to be a tui, 

but it was later proved to be a male Huia, as it had a straight bill. 

…This bird became a family pet, so tame that it lived with the family, 

not restricted by a cage.  He had white tips to his tail feathers and the 

call he made sounded like “whoee” so he was called “Whoee”.   One 

day Mr Goggin was taking honey from a hive of wild bees and of course 

Whoee was there.  He was not expected to have been in danger until he 

was seen staggering………...16 stings were removed but alas too late to 

save him.  The Goggin family sincerely mourned Whoee, who was truly 

and sadly missed.”  
25

 

 

Ticks 

 

42. A paper published in 1921 
26

 reported that on a number of Huia remains 

there was evidence of a tick more common in India than New Zealand.  

These ticks would have transferred to the Huia in the sort of conflicts 

between mynas and Huia recorded by Taylor White near Cape 

Turnagain.  It is possible that bird viruses may have been transmitted in 

this way. 

                                                 
25

 Mangamaire School Jubilee Book 1897-1947, p 20 
26

 ―The Book of the Huia‖ supra p 61 
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43. The Hawkes Bay Daily Telegraph 1876 9
th

 November:  

 

 “ Seventy mynas, …recently imported from India …are now thriving in 

the Big Bush.”  
27

 

 

Lack of Coordinated Effort 

 

44. According to Galbreath, 
28

Walter Buller had been asked by Lord 

Onslow to participate in the hui with Ngatihuia and had claimed to have 

been the one to suggest that ―Huia‖ be conferred as a name for their 

child.  Within two years of this hui at Otaki Lord Onslow and Buller had 

left the country and John Ballance was dead. These circumstances may 

have contributed to the lack of coordinated effort by the Government in 

respect of the Huia.  No Huia were released onto off-shore islands. 

Kapiti became a third off-shore island in 1897. Although Huia had been 

caught to be released on an island no official turned up to collect the 

birds and they were released back into the bush.   

 

45. In late 1893 at Buller’s suggestion to Premier Ballance, Charles 

Robinson was employed  “ to catch ……. Huia…for the purpose of 

placing the same on Little Barrier Island.” 
29

 Under Buller’s direction, 

Robinson went on an expedition before becoming the custodian on 

Little Barrier Island. His previous experience with native birds had only 

been to supplying Buller with specimens for scientific purposes. 

According to Galbreath Robinson he “did not realise that his job was 

supposed to be any different.”
30

 

 

                                                 
27

 Hawkes Bay Acclimatisation Society Centenary 1868-1968 
28

 Galbreath R ―Walter Buller, the Reluctant Conservationist‖ p 179 
29

 ibid p 191 
30

 ibid 
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46. Without informing the Premier the Huia caught, by special permit under 

the Animals Protection Act 1892, and taken by Buller to England and 

did not arrive on Little Barrier Island.
31

  The negotiation to purchase  

Little Barrier Island had stalled by this time.  John Ballance died and 

there was no further business done Huia being transferred onto Little 

Barrier Island, which it turned out had numerous cats. 

 

47. I obtained two letters from the National archives from the Tourist and 

Health Resorts Department in Wellington who, it appears, were dealing 

with Huia protection issues at the time. One letter dated 1910 discusses 

the unsuitability of Little Barrier Island for Huia due to the island being 

too hot in summer and being an old Kauri forest it was not the damp 

dark forest they are used to.
 32

 

 

48. The second letter is dated 1902 and directed to the Minister in charge of 

Tourist Department. This letter suggests the Government  ―with a view 

of preventing the total extinction of these rare birds, to arrange for 

absolutely prohibiting traffic in Huia feathers.”  
33

 

 

49. The National Radio Documentary on the Huia sited examples of Huia 

sightings after 1907, most of which were not investigated.  There are a 

number of examples of sightings not being investigated by government 

or non-governmental organisations:   

 

(i) In 1924 William Cobbledick government ranger reported Huia 

south of the Napier-Taupo Road near Rangitikei.  

  

(ii) In 1922 trampers reported seeing a pair of Huia in the Tararua 

Ranges.  

                                                 
31

 ibid p 190 
32

 Copy of letter attached and marked ―D‖ 
33

 Copy of letter attached and marked ―E‖ 
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(iii) In 1947 near the Manawatu Gorge a strange bird was seen being 

attacked by Tuis.  It tallied in description with a male Huia.   

 

(vi) In 1961 a bird watcher reported seeing a Huia near the Waikariiti 

Track in the Urewera District.  

 

(v) I have a copy of a letter from a local Dannevirke North school 

teacher, Mr Piper, who wrote to the Department of Internal 

affairs in 1931 and states  “…….there are without doubt two 

pairs of Huia on a farm at Piri Piri a few miles from 

Dannevirke…..” 
34

 

 

Predators-Mustilids 

 

50. With rabbits in plague proportions in Southern Wairarapa, farmers were 

unable to ride horses with the risk of a legs breaking or twisting in the 

numerous rabbit holes.  The grass was eaten leaving little feed for sheep 

and cattle.  Local Councils were desperate for solutions and erected a 52 

mile rabbit fence across the middle of the Seventy Mile Bush. Weasels, 

stoats and ferrets were introduced. The rabbits were beaten by the fence 

but it would have formed no barrier for the agile mustilids. 

 

51. As reported in the Hawkes Bay Acclimatisation Society’s Centenary 

1868-1968 book a local suggestion was forwarded to the Parliamentary 

Enquiry on the Rabbit Nuisance on 14 July, 1886 that the Government 

should import large numbers of weasels , stoats and pine martins to deal 

with the rabbits. This suggestion must have been accepted as Phillips 

reports 
35

in the 1880’s larger farms near Puketoi and Akitio imported 

                                                 
34

 National Radio transcript 
35

 ―The Book of the Huia‖ ibid p 60 
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stoats and ferrets from Tasmania for five pounds each and bred them in 

their hundreds for release on the hills. 

 

The following newspaper reports reflect the issue with the new 

predators into Tamaki-Nui-a-Rua: 

 

(a) Hawkes Bay Herald newspaper in 1893 – “Weasels can 

evidently travel…one was found dead…fully 150 miles from the 

nearest place where weasels had been turned out.” 
36

 

 

(b) Bush Advocate (Dannevirke) newspaper in 1890 – “Look after 

your fowls ferrets are getting rather numerous about Dannevirke 

…Ferrets are fond of eggs….” 

 

(c). The Pahiatua Star newspaper in 1888
 – “

An enormous ferret was 

killed by Mr Sharman in his fowl house one night….his lengths 

22 inches..is the largest he has ever seen…” 

 

Conclusion 

 

52. The region Tamaki Nui-a-Rua has more reason to claim to be the ―home 

of the Huia‖ than any other and the various factors contributing to its 

demise can be well documented and are a complex mix of habitat loss, 

introduced predators, human greed, disease and lack of a coordinated 

effort to protect the species.  To Maori, this Huia bird had more mana 

than any others and was treasured with efforts to ask the Queens 

representative to restrain the Pakeha from shooting it.  

 

53. It is clear that the Crown could have acted more to avert its eventual fate 

and implemented a more coordinated and practical approach to protect 

                                                 
36

 Hawkes Bay Acclimatisation Society Centenary 1868-1968 p 49 
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the Huia in legislation by prohibiting the traffic of feathers by fines 

greater than the proceeds of the criminal act and implementing an action 

plan by coordinating a wide group of persons knowledgeable about the 

issue being resolved.   

 

54. The life and extinction of the Huia tells a very powerful conservation 

story where the Crown got it wrong.  This story may yet inspire renewed 

efforts to learn from this loss and to preserve and conserve New 

Zealand’s remaining endangered birds and habitats for future 

generations.  

 

 

ahw914 


